
1 September 2019

Red Regatta opens the Regata Storica of Venice

A unique opportunity to experience the public art project of Melissa McGill, Red Regatta, during an
exclusive event, in the San Marco basin.

From

£  1,990
per person.

Based on two adults 
(August 30th 2019 

departure)



«Red Regatta is an extraordinarily 

powerful public work of art that will invite 

the public and citizens to examine and 

appreciate Venice and the relationship 

between its aquatic landscape, its 

architectural stratifications, its historical 

traditions and the contemporary context. 

Red Regatta reflects on the urgency to 

preserve the balance between the human 

dimension, the urban landscape and the 

natural environment ».

- Chiara Spangaro, project curator.

Flights not included in the price of the experience: to be added as per your personal 
choice of UK departure airport

Call our Sales Experts for a Tailor-made Package on: 
0208 973 2292
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The Event
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In Venice, on September 1, 2019, thanks to the
Municipality of Venice, the Regata Storica of Venice will
be opened by Red Regatta. The site-specific work, which
will anticipate the Regata Storica, was conceived as a
spectacular performance on the water, created with 50
traditional boats armed with «al terzo» sails, which -
navigating together- will create a dynamic choreography.

Each boat will have custom-made and hand-painted
sails in 50 different shades of red, specially created by
the artist.

The performance will involve the San Marco basin,
celebrating the millennial culture and maritime history of
Venice and its lagoon and also intending to draw attention
to climate change and mass tourism which threaten the
future of the city.

Red Regatta is the first work of art to be registered as
Clean Regatta, a Sailors for the Sea program that
mobilizes navigators for the protection of the oceans
through good practices and activism.



September 1, 2019 - A special day in Venice

Sail in the San Marco Basin with Red Regatta and then attend

the Regata Storica of Venice from a private palace above Canal

Grande

• 12:00: meeting at the Zattere and departure of Red Regatta
towards the San Marco basin; guests can follow the regatta
from electric motor boats. When guests wish, they can return
to the Zattere at the Magazzini del Sale for a light lunch.

• From 2.30 pm: transfer to Canal Grande where guests will be
welcomed in a private palace from which to watch the Regata

Storica until sunset with a cocktail service.

The artist, Melissa McGill, will join guests at the Palazzo on the
Canal Grande in the afternoon. Each guest will be given a
screen-printed cotton tote bag, a screen-printed cotton shirt and
a silk-screened aluminum bottle (all these items are designed
specifically for Red Regatta by Waterhouse Cifuentes studio in
New York)
Maximum number of guests: 50.

REGATA STORICA OF VENICE AND RED REGATTA 
PACKAGE includes:

 3 night stay at 5* JF Marriott in Venice, in a Deluxe Double
Room with a Buffet Breakfast - from August 30th to
September 2nd.

 The experience of Red Regatta and Regata Storica
 Private Deluxe Transfers
 A donation in favor of the artist of £800

Price: £ 1990 per person 
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Courtesy: Matteo De Fina © 

The preview of Red Regatta in Bacini
11 May 2019



The project
Red Regatta is a contemporary art project conceived by the artist Melissa McGill who knows and deeply loves Venice. The performative and 
site-specific work was presented, as a preview, in the canals of Venice and the lagoon, Saturday 11 May 2019, during the inauguration of the 
58th International Art Exhibition, La Biennale di Venezia. In this unique city, which develops, lives and moves on water, always in danger of 
being submerged, Red Regatta intends to solicit the attention of the public both on the vitality of Venice and its natural context, and on the 
precariousness of the city and lagoon, undermined by climate change and the pressure of mass tourism. 8
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The Artist
Melissa McGill is an interdisciplinary artist, creator of ambitious large-scale site-specific public art projects.

Often incorporating sculptural elements, light and sound, she works on experiential works that relate to events or traditions that are 
disappearing from memory, increasing the awareness of what surrounds us.
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The team and the organizations involved

Melissa McGill - Artist and President of the Red Regatta Association

He lived in Venice from 1991 to 1993, where he returns regularly to find inspiration, work and friendship.
Red Regatta originated from the consideration of the challenges that Venice is facing in terms of climate change and mass tourism. The 
intimate knowledge of Venice and her deep personal and professional relationships in the city have allowed her to develop this 
ambitious project. McGill is particularly attracted to the collaborative aspect and the fact that Red Regatta will involve many members of 
the local community. The project was specifically designed to make citizens participate and entertain and to honor their love for their city.

She lives in New York; creates large-scale site-specific artistic projects and uses a wide range of media, including photography, 
painting, drawing, sculpture, sound, light and immersive installations. His works connect viewers with forgotten stories and traditions, 
investigate the dialogue between the visible and the invisible and increase awareness of the environment that surrounds us. His 
previous sound sculptural work, The Campi (2017), recalled everyday life in Venetian fields and was presented at the Casa / Studio 
Scatturin by Carlo Scarpa, at the IUAV in Venice and at Giorgio Mastinu Fine Art, also in Venice. Constellation, 2015-2017, installed on an 
island in the Hudson River, New York, lit up every night creating a new constellation that transformed the ruins of Bannerman Castle.

McGill exhibits his works of art at national and international level since 1991; among recent personal exhibitions, the one at Francesco 
Pantaleone Contemporary Art, Milan; White Cube, London; Power House, Memphis; Palazzo Capello, Venice; CRG Gallery, New 
York.
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The team and the organizations involved

Magazzino Italian Art Foundation – co-organizer

A museum dedicated to Italian post-war and contemporary art based in Cold Spring, New York.
Under the guidance of director Vittorio Calabrese and his team, who develop his curatorial programs, Magazzino Italian Art 
Foundation collaborates with US and Italian organizations, not only to support contemporary Italian artists, but also to encourage the 
debate on post-war art and contemporary Italian art in the United States and beyond.

Magazzino sponsors projects by international artists whose work is strongly linked to the Italian artistic heritage and to the 
progress of Italian culture, such as Red Regatta. Magazzino was founded by Nancy Olnick and Giorgio Spanu. Designed by the 
Spanish architect Miguel Quismondo, the structure of around 1,900 square meters was completed in June 2017.

Magazzino is a resource for scholars and students and offers a vast library and an archive of Italian art. Magazzino has also become 
a cultural center serving the vibrant Hudson Valley community through joint programs with local organizations. For information, see the 
official website.

Associazione Vela al Terzo Venezia – Partner

The Association brings together 100 members who support and spread the knowledge of the Venice lagoon and its millenary 
maritime tradition. The members of the association are owners of traditional boats with «al terzo» sails, which they lead personally.

The competence of the Vela al Terzo Association is fundamental for identifying the routes of the regatta and the overall organization of 
the project. For information see the official website.

https://www.magazzino.art/


Contacts

Call our Sales Experts for a Tailor-
made Package on: 0208 973 2292
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